No. 30 of 1938. 


Hemo to 


The Hon. the Chief Secretary. 


AS agreed at a Conference some years ago, each State 
Statistician prepares estimates of the heat Harvest as at or 
about the i5th October, November and December each year. It is 
not the practice to publish the October stinate, but the Common- 
wealth Statistidan is advised so that he can prepare a provision- 
al estimate for the whole of Australia. 


any estimate based on conditions early in the season 
must of necessity be open to a wide margin of error. 


AS is usual, reports have been received dealing with 
conditions in each of the main wheat producing hundreds (over 300) 
but it is very difficult this year to make a definite estimate. 
There has been no general rain for about 2 monthe, and from the 
reports it is difficult to guage the effect of the continuing 
dry spell and the several days of hot winds. 


The following are the principal facts culled from the 
reports 


1. A larger ares wili be cut for hay due to the demand 
for fodder in this and other States. 


2. Some of the better crops will be eut for hay, with 
the effeet of decreasing the State average yield of grain per 
acre. 


3. The early crops on fallow have been standing up remark- 
ably well, and most districts report that an early rain would 
improve such crops. 


ike Other districts report that it is doubtful whether 
rain would now be of as much benefit as would cool weather. 


5. Late crops, and on stubble, are deteriorating very 
papidly. In the marginal areas many of them are failures and 
others are being fed off so that they may be some little use. 


6. The late crops that have so far withstood the dry 
spell would be improved by an early rain. 


7. Hot weather, with winds, will further lessen yields. 
me reports recetved may be unduly pessimistic, but 


on present conditions they only indicate a yield of approximately 
28,000,000 bushels from 3,065,000 acres, 


A. . BOWDEN, 
Statistical Office, 


20th October, 1938. GOVERNMENT STATIST. 


